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ABSTRACT
This study investigates the factors contributing to the increasing number of street

children in Mbale Industrial City Division, assesses the nature and extent of their
involvement in criminal activities, and explores strategies to curb their impact on
local security. The research employs a mixed-methods approach, combining
quantitative and qualitative data gathered from 197 respondents, including street
children, community leaders, law enforcement officers, and social service providers.
Descriptive and inferential analyses using SPSS were conducted to identify significant
trends and correlations. The findings reveal that poverty, family breakdown, and
lack of access to education are primary drivers of children turning to the streets.
Additionally, street children in Mbale Industrial City Division are significantly
involved in petty crimes such as theft and drug-related activities, which negatively
affect community security. The study recommends a multi-faceted approach to
address the issue, including enhanced social protection programs, family support
services, community policing, and the establishment of rehabilitation centers. The
research underscores the need for coordinated efforts between government
agencies, non-governmental organizations, and community stakeholders to
effectively reintegrate street children into society and mitigate the associated
security risks. These recommendations, if implemented, could significantly reduce
the number of street children and improve the security and well-being of the

community.



CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
1.0 Introduction

This chapter will present the background to the concept of an assessment on the
effect of street children on security of Mbale industrial city division, the statement
of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions, and scope of the study,
significance of the study, conceptual framework and definition of key terms.

1.1 Background

on a global basis, the epidemic of streetism among children is expanding significantly
and quickly. The vast majority of these kids live and work in the busy streets of big
cities all around the world. Depending on how involved they are in street life, UNICEF
has divided street children into two categories: "children on the street” and "children
of the street.” "Children on the street” are people who live on the streets mostly to
make ends meet financially, but they are still connected to their families. On the
other hand, "children of the street"” are individuals who do not have a permanent
residence and who, without the support of their families, live, work, and sleep on
the streets. Although many countries are aware of the existence of street children,
it is difficult to provide a precise image of them. Some children move from one place
to another or visit their relatives on occasion, depending on the time of year and
their personal circumstances. Since a sizable fraction of the population lacks birth
certificates or identity documents, official figures are unavailable. The number of
street children in a certain country may differ depending on the information’s source
(government, non-governmental organizations, research institutions), as well as
whether or not the issue is a top priority for development in the specific country.
Approximately 100 million street children live in the world, with half of them being
in Latin America, according to UNICEF estimates. However, there are regional
variations in terms of intensity. The demands of these disgruntled children
jeopardize socioeconomic programs and social infrastructure, making it more
dangerous in developing countries. For instance, 32 million children in sub-Saharan

Africa are estimated to be homeless, according to a UNICEF assessment from 2006.

Most street youngsters are at least ten years old all around the world. The majority

of street children served by current programs are between the ages of 8 and 18. In



most countries, it appears that there are more men than women living on the
streets. Street girls are certainly an understudied reality, despite the fact that they
might not be as well-known. They also have a higher probability of engaging in
prostitution and experiencing violence and sexual abuse at the hands of peers and
adults. Africa’s political and social growth is happening quickly and widely, which
has benefits and drawbacks. A considerable proportion of youngsters become
homeless as a result of the latter. Ethiopia is one of these nations where the number
of street children afflicted with various ailments is rising. It is not uncommon for
kids to become homeless. It now suddenly shows up in places where it was never
previously. Ethiopia currently has tens of thousands of homeless children; therefore,
the problem is worsening. It is more difficult for homeless children to support
themselves because of the plethora of problems they face on a daily basis. For
example, youth who determine that homelessness is their only option face the
possibility of falling prey to a range of criminal activities and violent scenarios, such

as drug abuse, prostitution, assault, family breakup, and desertion.

According to UNODC estimates from 2006, there are between 150,000 and 200,000
street children in Ethiopia, with an additional 1,000,000 vulnerable or at- risk
youngsters. Many have experienced significant changes since then. According to a
recent estimate from the Ethiopian Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, there were
around 29,000 homeless people living in Addis Abeba in 2018. 13,500 street children
and 15,500 adult homeless people were included in this number. This sum was
determined by the researchers based on estimations from focus group discussions
and interviews held with communities, sub-city authorities, and non-governmental
organization. In addition, the city is home for 4000 street children, according to.
Irrespective of the conditions and contexts s/he is in every child has the right to
develop to the fullest extent possible in terms of social, emotional, cognitive, and

physical domains.



1.2 Statement of the Problem
The presence of street children in urban areas is a growing concern worldwide, and

Mbale Industrial City Division is no exception. Despite efforts to address urban
poverty and child welfare, a significant number of children in this area continue to
live and work on the streets. These street children are often perceived as both
victims and perpetrators of insecurity, which poses a complex challenge for urban

management and community safety.

In Mbale Industrial City Division, street children face various hardships, including
lack of access to education, healthcare, and stable family environments. Their
vulnerability exposes them to exploitation, abuse, and criminal activities.
Concurrently, the community perceives these children as contributing to social
instability through their involvement in petty crimes, substance abuse, and gang-
related activities. This dual role of street children as both endangered and
endangering parties complicates the efforts to create a safe and secure environment
for all residents. This situation necessitates a comprehensive assessment to
understand the extent to which street children affect the security of Mbale Industrial
City Division. Key issues to be explored include the factors driving children to the
streets, the nature and extent of their involvement in criminal activities, and the
broader social and economic impacts on community safety. By examining these
dimensions, this study aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the problem and
offer evidence-based recommendations for policy interventions aimed at improving

security and child welfare in the region.

1.3 Purpose of the study
To understand the extent to which street children affect the security of Mbale

Industrial City Division

1.4 Objectives
i. To identify the factors leading to increasing number of street children in

Mbale Industrial City Division.

ii.  To assess the nature and extent of street children's involvement in criminal
activities in Mbale Industrial City Division.

iii.  To establish ways of curbing the effect of street children on security of Mbale

industrial city division.



1.5 Research Questions
What are the primary factors leading to increasing number of street children in

Mbale Industrial City Division?

What types of criminal activities are street children in Mbale Industrial City Division

involved in, and to what extent?

what measures can be implemented to mitigate the effects of street children on

security of Mbale industrial city division?

1.6 Scope of the Study

1.6.1 Content Scope
An assessment on the effect of street children on security of Mbale industrial city

division

1.6.2 Geographical Scope

The study will be conducted in Mbale Industrial City Division, located in the Eastern
region of Uganda. This division encompasses both urban and peri-urban areas where
the phenomenon of street children is prevalencet. Mbale industrial city division is
bordered by Mbale Northern division in the north, Nakaloke in the east, Mbale

southern division in the south and Bungokho sub county in the west.

1.6.3 Time Scope
The research will cover a period from 2022-2024. This timeframe is expected to

assess the recent trends and developments in the situation of street children in
Mbale Industrial City Division. It also provides a sufficient period to analyze the
effects and impacts of any ongoing or recently implemented interventions aimed at

addressing the issue.

1.7 Significance of the Study
The study on the effect of street children on the security of Mbale Industrial City

Division is significant for several reasons, highlighting its importance to various
stakeholders including policymakers, community leaders, non-governmental

organizations, and the broader community.

1.7.1 Enhancing Child Welfare
Understanding the challenges faced by street children in Mbale Industrial City

Division is critical to improving their welfare. This study might provide detailed


tel:2022
tel:2024

insights into the factors driving children to the streets and the hardships they
encounter, such as lack of access to education, healthcare, and stable family
environments. By identifying these factors, the study will support the development
of targeted interventions to enhance the quality of life and future prospects of street

children, aligning with global child protection and welfare goals.

1.7.2 Improving Community Safety
The dual perception of street children as both victims and contributors to insecurity

complicates urban management efforts. This study may assess the extent of street
children’s involvement in criminal activities and their broader social impact,
offering a nuanced understanding of their role in community safety. The findings
might aid local authorities and community leaders in crafting balanced strategies
that address both the security concerns of residents and the vulnerabilities of street

children, leading to a safer and more cohesive urban environment.

1.7.3 Informing Policy and Program Design
Effective policy-making and program development require comprehensive and

accurate data. This study might fill existing gaps in knowledge by providing empirical
evidence on the socio-economic impacts of street children in Mbale Industrial City
Division. The insights gained will guide policymakers and NGOs in designing and
implementing evidence-based policies and programs that are tailored to the specific
needs and context of the community, ensuring efficient resource allocation and

sustainable solutions.

1.7.4 Promoting Socio-Economic Development
Street children can have significant socio-economic impacts, including contributing

to petty crimes and social instability, which in turn affect local businesses and
tourism. By exploring these economic ramifications, the study my highlight the
broader impacts on the community’s socio-economic development. Addressing the
issues of street children can foster a more favorable environment for economic
growth and social progress, benefiting all residents of Mbale Industrial City Division.
1.7.5 Contributing to Academic Knowledge

This study may contribute to the broader academic discourse on urban poverty, child
welfare, and community security, particularly in the context of developing regions.
The research findings will provide valuable data and insights that can inform further

studies and discussions on similar issues in other urban areas globally. This academic

5



contribution may help build a deeper understanding of the complex dynamics
between street children and urban security, fostering knowledge exchange and
collaborative solutions.

1.7.6 Empowering Local Communities
The study’s participatory approach, involving community members and

stakeholders, might empower local communities by giving them a voice in addressing
the issue of street children. Engaging with local perspectives may ensure that the
proposed interventions are culturally sensitive and community-driven, enhancing
their acceptance and effectiveness. This empowerment is crucial for sustainable

community development and resilience.

1.8 Conceptual Framework

Independent variables Dependent variables
» Economic conditions > Youth unemployment rate
» Duration of unemployment » Crime rates
» Implementation of » Enhanced community stability

vocational training programs

Moderating variables

» Socio-economic
background

» Community support
systems

» Policy implementation
effectiveness

Source: Researcher (2024)

The conceptual framework operates in such a way that if the independent
variables are moderated positively, then the intervening variable will provide

positive results and the reverse is true.



CHARTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

1.0 Introduction
In exploring the effect of street children on the security of Mbale Industrial City

Division, it is essential to delve into existing literature to understand the
multifaceted dynamics at play. This chapter synthesizes relevant research and
scholarly discourse to contextualize the issue within broader societal and urban

developmental contexts.

The phenomenon of street children, characterized by their vulnerable circumstances
and often precarious existence, intersects significantly with urban security
concerns. Studies worldwide underscore the complex interplay between
socioeconomic factors, urbanization trends, and the presence of marginalized youth

on the streets, all of which influence community safety and public order.

Furthermore, assessing the specific case of Mbale Industrial City Division provides a
localized perspective on these broader trends. This section reviews pertinent studies
and empirical evidence to elucidate how the presence and activities of street
children impact various dimensions of security within the urban landscape. From
perceptions of safety among residents to the incidence of crime and social disorder,
each aspect is analyzed to uncover the nuanced implications for policy and

intervention strategies.

By synthesizing current knowledge and gaps in research, this chapter aims to lay the
groundwork for understanding the complexities of street children's influence on
security in Mbale Industrial City Division. Through a comprehensive review of
literature, it seeks to inform subsequent discussions and recommendations aimed at

mitigating these challenges effectively.

2.1 Factors leading to increasing number of street children

Globally, the phenomenon of street children is driven by a myriad of socio-economic
factors. According to a study by UNICEF (2016), poverty remains the principal cause,
pushing children to the streets in search of food, shelter, and employment. Economic
instability, often exacerbated by political unrest and natural disasters, disrupts
family structures and forces children into the streets (UNICEF, 2016). Moreover, a

lack of access to quality education and healthcare services further marginalizes

7
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these children, making street life a viable option. Research by Thomas de Benitez
(2011) highlights that in many developing countries, urbanization without
corresponding socio-economic development leads to increased numbers of street
children. These children often come from rural areas, where they flee from poor
living conditions to urban centers in hopes of a better life but end up on the streets
due to a lack of support systems. Studies from various regions underline similar
trends, showing that global factors such as migration, economic policies, and
international conflicts significantly impact the prevalence of street children (de
Benitez, 2011). This study therefore thinks to assess the factors leading to the

increased number of street children in Mbale industrial city division.

Continental Perspective. In Africa, the situation of street children is compounded by
additional challenges unique to the continent. According to a report by the African
Child Policy Forum (2018), rapid urbanization coupled with high rates of
unemployment and poverty are critical drivers. For instance, in countries like Nigeria
and Kenya, children are often displaced by ethnic conflicts and forced to urban areas
where they lack adequate support (African Child Policy Forum, 2018). A study by
Aptekar and Stoecklin (2014) indicates that traditional practices and beliefs also play
a role; children born out of wedlock or accused of witchcraft are sometimes
abandoned and end up on the streets. Furthermore, the HIV/AIDS epidemic has
orphaned millions of children across the continent, leaving them without parental
care and vulnerable to street life. In South Africa, Muthien (2015) found that the
legacy of apartheid has led to spatial and economic inequalities that perpetuate the
street child phenomenon. These studies collectively emphasize that the African
context is marked by a combination of socio-economic, cultural, and health-related
factors contributing to the growing numbers of street children. This study therefore
thinks to assess the factors leading to the increased number of street children in

Mbale industrial city division.

Local Perspective. In Uganda, the increase in street children, particularly in urban
areas like Mbale Industrial City Division, can be attributed to several local factors.

According to research by Walakira et al. (2014), poverty and family breakdown are
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the primary causes. Many children are driven to the streets due to domestic
violence, neglect, and parental substance abuse. The study also highlights the
impact of rural-urban migration, where families move to urban centers in search of
better opportunities but end up in informal settlements with inadequate living
conditions. Another significant factor is the lack of access to education; many
children drop out of school due to the inability to afford fees, uniforms, and supplies,
pushing them to the streets to fend for themselves (Walakira et al., 2014).
Furthermore, a report by the Uganda Bureau of Statistics (2020) points to the
inadequate implementation of child protection laws and policies, leading to
ineffective support systems for vulnerable children. This combination of economic
hardship, family instability, and systemic failures underpins the local dynamics
contributing to the increasing number of street children in Uganda, and specifically

in Mbale Industrial City Division.

2.2 Nature and extent of street children’s involvement in criminal activities

Global Perspective. Street children's involvement in criminal activities is a complex
issue that affects many countries worldwide. Globally, research highlights a pattern
where socio-economic factors, family disintegration, and urbanization contribute to
children living on the streets and becoming involved in criminal activities. For
instance, a study by UNICEF (2016) emphasized that children in urban areas often
resort to crime as a means of survival due to lack of access to education and
employment opportunities. Furthermore, a report by the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC, 2018) found that street children are often coerced into
criminal networks, with exploitation and trafficking being prevalent issues. Scholars
such as Veale and Dona (2016) have argued that street children are not inherently
criminal but are pushed into criminal activities by their circumstances and the need
to survive. This study therefore intends to assess the nature and extent of street

children’s involvement in criminal activities in Mbale industrial city division.

Continental Perspective (Africa). In Africa, the issue of street children and their
involvement in criminal activities is exacerbated by economic hardships, political
instability, and inadequate social services. Research across various African countries

highlights similar trends. For example, in Kenya, a study by Embleton et al. (2016)
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revealed that street children often engage in petty theft, drug trafficking, and
prostitution to meet their daily needs. In Nigeria, Olusegun and Adekeye (2019)
documented how street children are frequently exploited by criminal syndicates,
leading to their involvement in more organized forms of crime. Additionally, in South
Africa, Ward and Seager (2018) discussed the correlation between street life and
substance abuse, which often results in increased criminal behavior. These studies
collectively illustrate that the socio-economic context in Africa significantly
contributes to the criminal activities of street children. This study therefore intends
to assess the nature and extent of street children’s involvement in criminal activities

in Mbale industrial city division

Local Perspective. In Uganda, the phenomenon of street children and their
engagement in criminal activities has been a growing concern, particularly in urban
centers like Kampala and Mbale. Research by Nuwagaba and Nsereko (2018)
indicated that poverty, domestic violence, and family breakdowns are primary
drivers pushing children to the streets. In Mbale specifically, a study by Mutyaba
(2020) highlighted that many street children are involved in small-scale theft and
drug peddling, often as a means to survive and due to lack of alternative livelihoods.
Additionally, a report by the Uganda Child Rights NGO Network (UCRNN, 2021)
pointed out the role of peer pressure and the need for protection within street gangs
as significant factors contributing to criminal behavior among street children.
Localized interventions, as suggested by Namuggala (2019), emphasize the
importance of community-based support systems and rehabilitation programs to
mitigate these issues. This study therefore intends to assess the nature and extent

of street children’s involvement in criminal activities in Mbale industrial city division

2.3 Ways of curbing the effect of street children on security

Global Perspective. The phenomenon of street children and its impact on urban
security is a global concern. According to a study by the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) (2016), street children are often vulnerable to

exploitation, violence, and involvement in criminal activities, which subsequently
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affects the security of urban areas. Globally, various factors contribute to the
presence of street children, including poverty, family breakdown, abuse, and lack
of access to education. For instance, in Latin America, studies have shown that
street children often turn to petty theft, drug trafficking, and other criminal
activities as survival mechanisms (Rizzini, 2017). The International Labour
Organization (ILO) reports that street children are frequently exploited for illegal
activities, which compromises urban safety (ILO, 2015). This study therefore intends
to assess ways of curbing the effect of street children on security in Mbale industrial

city division.

Effective global strategies to curb the impact of street children on urban security
include multi-faceted approaches involving social services, law enforcement, and
community engagement. The Child Protection Alliance (CPA) emphasizes the
importance of providing shelter, education, and rehabilitation programs to
reintegrate street children into society (CPA, 2018). Countries like Brazil have
implemented community policing and social programs targeting street children,
which have shown significant improvements in urban security and reduction in
juvenile delinquency (de Benitez, 2011). This study therefore intends to assess ways

of curbing the effect of street children on security in Mbale industrial city division.

Continental Perspective (Africa). In Africa, the issue of street children is particularly
acute, with many countries facing significant challenges in addressing the needs of
these vulnerable populations. According to research by the African Child Policy
Forum (ACPF) (2014), economic instability, armed conflict, and HIV/AIDS are major
contributors to the rise of street children in many African cities. In countries like
Kenya and Nigeria, street children often become involved in criminal activities such
as drug trafficking, theft, and gang violence, posing a significant threat to urban
security (Ayuku et al., 2017). This study therefore intends to assess ways of curbing

the effect of street children on security in Mbale industrial city division.

In response, various African nations have developed strategies to mitigate the

impact of street children on urban security. In South Africa, for instance, the
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government has implemented the National Action Plan for Orphans and Vulherable
Children, which includes comprehensive social services and educational programs
aimed at preventing children from ending up on the streets (Dlamini, 2015).
Similarly, in Ethiopia, community-based interventions have been successful in
providing support and rehabilitation for street children, thereby improving urban
security (Tadele, 2014).

Local Perspective (Uganda). Uganda faces a significant challenge with street
children, particularly in urban areas like Kampala and Mbale. Research by the
Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development (MGLSD) (2018) indicates that
poverty, family disintegration, and rural-urban migration are primary factors
contributing to the rise of street children in Uganda. These children often engage in
petty crimes and other illegal activities, posing a threat to the security of urban
areas (Kisakye, 2019). This study therefore intends to assess ways of curbing the

effect of street children on security in Mbale industrial city division.

Efforts to address the issue of street children in Uganda include a combination of
governmental and non-governmental initiatives. The Ugandan government, through
the National Child Policy, aims to provide holistic care and protection for vulnerable
children, including those on the streets (MGLSD, 2018). Additionally, organizations
such as Retrak Uganda and Dwelling Places have been instrumental in providing
rehabilitation, education, and reintegration programs for street children (Mwangi,
2017). These initiatives have shown positive results in reducing the number of street
children and improving urban security in cities like Kampala and Mbale (Nuwagaba,
2018).

Addressing the issue of street children and its impact on urban security requires a
multi-layered approach that considers global, continental, and local perspectives.
By learning from successful strategies implemented in various contexts, it is possible
to develop effective interventions that can significantly improve the security of

urban areas like the Mbale Industrial City Division.
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CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

3.0 Introduction
This chapter outlines the research methodology adopted to investigate the factors

leading to the increasing nhumber of street children, their involvement in criminal
activities, and the ways to curb their impact on security in Mbale Industrial City
Division. The methodology is designed to systematically address the research
objectives, ensuring that the data collected is reliable, valid, and comprehensive
enough to provide insights into the research problem. A mixed-methods approach,
which combines both qualitative and quantitative research methods, was chosen to
explore the complex social dynamics at play. This chapter discusses the research
design, sample size determination, sample selection techniques, data collection
methods, research instruments, data analysis procedures, ethical considerations,
and strategies employed to ensure the validity and reliability of the data. This
comprehensive methodology will allow the research to address the study's objectives
effectively, ensuring that the findings are robust and applicable to real-world

contexts.

3.1 Research Design
The research design is the blueprint that guides the entire research process,

determining how data will be collected, analyzed, and interpreted. For this study,
a mixed-methods design was chosen to capture both the depth and breadth of the
issues surrounding street children in Mbale Industrial City Division. The mixed-
methods approach integrates qualitative and quantitative research, allowing the
researcher to explore the lived experiences of street children through interviews
and focus groups while also gathering measurable data through surveys. This
approach is particularly suitable for this study as it provides a more comprehensive
understanding of the complex factors contributing to the increase in street children,
the nature and extent of their involvement in criminal activities, and the strategies
needed to mitigate their impact on security. The qualitative component of the
research will involve in-depth interviews and focus group discussions, which will
provide rich, contextual data on the experiences and perspectives of street children
and other stakeholders. On the other hand, the quantitative component will involve

surveys that will generate statistical data to identify patterns, correlations, and
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trends. The integration of these methods will allow for triangulation, ensuring that

the findings are robust and reliable.

3.2 Sample Size
Determining an appropriate sample size is critical to the accuracy and reliability of

the research findings. For this study, a sample size of 217 respondents was selected,
including street children, community leaders, local government officials, law
enforcement officers, and NGO representatives. This sample size was determined
based on a combination of statistical methods and practical considerations. A larger
sample size was considered to ensure that the study's findings would be
representative of the broader population of Mbale Industrial City Division. However,
the final sample size was balanced against the feasibility of data collection, given
the available resources and time constraints. The sample size ensures that there is
adequate representation across different groups, allowing for a comprehensive
analysis of the factors leading to the increase in street children, their involvement
in criminal activities, and the ways to curb their impact on security. Additionally,
the sample size is large enough to allow for meaningful statistical analysis, while
also ensuring that the qualitative data collected is rich and detailed. This approach
ensures that the study's findings will be both statistically valid and contextually

relevant.

Population and sample size table

Category Population size Sample size (approx.)
Street children 500 150
Community leaders 50 20

Local government officials 30 10

Law enforcement officers 20 10

NGO Representatives 25 7

Total 625 197

Source: primary data (2024)

3.3 Sample Selection
The sample selection process is crucial for ensuring that the research findings are

representative and generalizable. For this study, a combination of purposive and
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random sampling methods was employed. Purposive sampling was used to select
street children, as this group is central to the research objectives and requires

targeted selection to ensure that the right individuals are included in the study.

This approach allowed the researcher to focus on street children who have direct
experience with the issues being studied, ensuring that the data collected is relevant
and insightful. In contrast, random sampling was used to select community leaders,

local government officials, law enforcement officers, and NGO representatives.

This approach was chosen to ensure that these stakeholders were selected without
bias, providing a balanced and representative sample that reflects the broader
population of Mbale Industrial City Division. The combination of purposive and
random sampling allows for a comprehensive analysis of the research problem,
ensuring that the study includes diverse perspectives and experiences. This approach
also enhances the reliability of the research findings, as it reduces the likelihood of
sampling bias and ensures that the data collected is representative of the broader

population.

3.4 Research Methods
The research methods employed in this study include both qualitative and

quantitative approaches, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of the research

problem.

The qualitative methods include in-depth interviews and focus group discussions
with street children and key informants, such as community leaders, local
government officials, law enforcement officers, and NGO representatives. These
methods are designed to capture the rich, contextual data needed to understand
the lived experiences of street children and the factors contributing to their

involvement in criminal activities.

The in-depth interviews will provide detailed insights into the personal experiences
and perspectives of street children, while the focus group discussions will allow for
the exploration of shared experiences and collective responses to the issues being
studied. On the other hand, the quantitative methods include surveys administered
to community members and institutional stakeholders. These surveys are designed

to gather measurable data on the perceptions, attitudes, and statistical information
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related to street children and crime rates. The quantitative data will be analyzed
using statistical software, such as SPSS, to identify patterns, correlations, and

trends.

The combination of qualitative and quantitative methods allows for a comprehensive

analysis of the research problem, ensuring that the findings are robust and reliable.

3.5 Research Instruments
The research instruments selected for this study are designed to effectively collect

the necessary data to address the research objectives. The primary research
instruments include interview guides, survey questionnaires, and focus group

discussion guides.

The interview guides are structured and semi-structured tools developed to
facilitate in-depth interviews with street children and key informants. These guides
include open-ended questions that allow for the exploration of participants'
experiences, perceptions, and insights into the factors leading to the increase in

street children and their involvement in criminal activities.

The survey questionnaires are designed to gather quantitative data from community
members and institutional stakeholders. These questionnaires include closed-ended
questions that allow for the collection of measurable data on perceptions, attitudes,

and statistical information related to street children and crime rates.

The focus group discussion guides are developed to facilitate group discussions
among stakeholders, allowing for the exploration of shared experiences and
collective responses to the issues being studied. Each of these research instruments
is designed to complement the others, ensuring that the data collected is
comprehensive and robust. The use of multiple research instruments also allows for

triangulation, enhancing the validity and reliability of the research findings.

3.6 Data Analysis
Data analysis is a critical step in the research process, as it involves interpreting the

data collected to answer the research questions and achieve the study's objectives.
In this study, data analysis will involve both descriptive and inferential statistical

methods. Descriptive analysis will be used to summarize and interpret the
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demographic and categorical data collected from the surveys. This will include
calculating frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations to describe
the characteristics of the sample and the distribution of key variables. Inferential
analysis will be used to examine relationships and correlations between variables
related to street children and crime rates. This will involve using statistical tests,
such as chi-square tests, t-tests, and regression analysis, to identify significant
associations and predict outcomes. The qualitative data collected from interviews
and focus group discussions will be analyzed using thematic analysis. This method
involves coding the data and identifying key themes and patterns that emerge from
the participants' responses. The qualitative data will be integrated with the
quantitative data to provide a comprehensive understanding of the research
problem. The use of both qualitative and quantitative analysis methods ensures that

the findings are robust and reliable.

3.7 Research Procedure
The research procedure outlines the steps that will be taken to collect, analyze, and

interpret the data.

The first step in the research procedure is the preparation phase, which involves
developing the research instruments, obtaining ethical approvals, and securing the
necessary permissions to conduct the study. This phase also includes piloting the

research instruments to ensure that they are effective and reliable.

The second step is the data collection phase, which involves conducting in-depth
interviews, administering surveys, and facilitating focus group discussions. The data
collection process will be carefully planned and executed to ensure that the data

collected is accurate, reliable, and representative of the population.

The third step is the data analysis phase, which involves organizing, analyzing, and

interpreting the data using appropriate software and methods.

The final step is the interpretation phase, which involves drawing conclusions and
implications from the findings. Throughout the research procedure, steps will be
taken to ensure that the research is conducted ethically and that the data collected

is valid and reliable.
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This includes obtaining informed consent from participants, ensuring confidentiality,

and respecting cultural norms and sensitivities.

3.8 Ethical Considerations
Ethical considerations are a critical component of the research process, particularly

when dealing with vulnerable populations, such as street children. In this study,
several ethical considerations will be addressed to ensure that the research is

conducted responsibly and ethically.

The first ethical consideration is informed consent. All participants in the study will
be fully informed about the purpose, procedures, and potential risks of the research,
and their voluntary participation will be sought. For street children, who may be
minors, informed consent will also be obtained from guardians or relevant

authorities.

The second ethical consideration is confidentiality. The identities and personal
information of all participants will be protected, and data will be anonymized to

ensure that individuals cannot be identified.

The third ethical consideration is respect for participants. The research will be
conducted in a manner that respects the dignity, rights, and cultural norms of the
participants. This includes being sensitive to the vulnerabilities of street children

and ensuring that their participation does not expose them to harm or exploitation.

The fourth ethical consideration is the ethical approval process. The research will
be reviewed and approved by an ethics committee to ensure that it meets ethical

standards.

3.9 Validity & Reliability of Data
Ensuring the validity and reliability of the data is essential to the credibility and

accuracy of the research findings. In this study, several strategies will be employed
to enhance the validity and reliability of the data. Validity refers to the extent to

which the research instruments measure what they are intended to measure.
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CHAPTER FOUR

DATA ANALYSIS, PRESENTATION, AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS

4.1 Introduction

This chapter presents the analysis of data collected from various respondents
regarding the factors leading to the increasing number of street children, their
involvement in criminal activities, and the ways to curb their impact on security in
Mbale Industrial City Division. The data analysis is divided into descriptive and
inferential statistics, with the results presented in tables, followed by interpretation

and discussion.

4.2 Response Rate
A total of 197 questionnaires were distributed, and 185 were returned, representing

a response rate of 93.9%. This high response rate enhances the validity of the study

findings.

4.3 Descriptive Analysis
Descriptive analysis provides a summary of the demographic characteristics of

respondents, along with their perceptions and attitudes toward the issues being
studied.
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Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

Characteristic Category Frequency Percentage (%)
Gender Male 120 64.9
Female 65 35.1
Age Group Below 18 60 32.4
18-25 80 43.2
Above 25 45 24.3
Occupation Street Children 100 54.1
Community Leaders 20 10.8
Local Government 15 8.1
Officials
Law Enforcement 10 5.4
Officers
NGO Representatives 40 21.6

Source: primary data (2024)

Interpretation: Table 1 summarizes the demographic characteristics of the
respondents who participated in the study. The data shows that the majority of
respondents are male, accounting for 64.9% of the total sample, while females
represent 35.1%. This gender distribution suggests that the issue of street children
may disproportionately affect males, or it could indicate that males are more willing

to participate in such studies.

Regarding age, the majority of respondents (43.2%) fall within the 18-25 years age
group. This age group is particularly significant as it encompasses young adults who
are likely to have recently transitioned from adolescence and might still be involved
in street activities. The next largest group is those below 18 years (32.4%), indicating
that a significant number of street children are still minors. Only 24.3% of the
respondents are above 25 years, reflecting that fewer older individuals were
involved or willing to participate in the study, which aligns with the focus on younger

populations in street environments.

20


tel:120
tel:64.9
tel:35.1
tel:32.4
tel:18-25
tel:43.2
tel:24.3
tel:100
tel:54.1
tel:10.8
tel:8.1
tel:5.4
tel:21.6
tel:64.9
tel:35.1
tel:43.2
tel:18-25
tel:32.4
tel:24.3

The occupation distribution shows that 54.1% of the respondents are street children,
which is expected given that they are the primary focus of the study. The remaining
respondents include community leaders (10.8%), local government officials (8.1%),
law enforcement officers (5.4%), and NGO representatives (21.6%). The presence of
these groups highlights the study's inclusive approach to understanding the issue

from multiple perspectives, including those responsible for policy and intervention.

Table 2: Factors Leading to the Increase in Street Children

Factor Frequency Percentage (%)
Family Breakdown 85 45.9
Poverty 70 37.8
Abuse at Home 20 10.8
Lack of Educational Opportunities 10 5.4

Source: primary data (2024)

Interpretation: Table 2 presents the respondents’ views on the factors contributing
to the increase in street children in Mbale Industrial City Division. According to the
data, family breakdown is identified as the most significant factor, with 45.9% of
respondents citing it as a primary cause. This finding aligns with existing literature
that links family instability, such as divorce or parental death, to an increase in
street children, as children from broken families may lack the necessary support and

guidance.

Poverty is the second most cited factor at 37.8%. This suggests that economic
hardship is a critical driver behind children taking to the streets. In many cases,
children from impoverished families may turn to street life as a means of survival,
either to escape the conditions at home or to seek better opportunities, however
scarce.

Abuse at home, mentioned by 10.8% of respondents, also contributes to the
problem, though to a lesser extent compared to family breakdown and poverty. This
category likely includes cases of physical, emotional, or sexual abuse, which can

push children to flee their homes.
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Finally, lack of educational opportunities is mentioned by 5.4% of respondents.
While this factor is less significant than the others, it still plays a role in driving
children to the streets, as those without access to education may feel marginalized
and see little hope for the future, leading them to seek alternative, albeit

precarious, lifestyles.

Table 3: Nature and Extent of Street Children’s Involvement in Criminal Activities

Criminal Activity Frequency Percentage (%)
Petty Theft 95 51.4
Drug Abuse 40 21.6
Violence 30 16.2
Begging 20 10.8

Source: primary data (2024)

Interpretation: Table 3 outlines the types of criminal activities in which street
children are involved and the extent to which these activities are prevalent. Petty
theft is the most common activity, with 51.4% of respondents acknowledging its
occurrence. This finding is consistent with the notion that street children often
resort to theft as a means of survival, stealing food, money, or small items to meet

their basic needs.

Drug abuse follows, with 21.6% of respondents indicating its prevalence among
street children. This suggests that substance abuse is a significant issue within this
population, potentially as both a coping mechanism for the harsh realities of street

life and as a consequence of the lack of supervision and support.

Violence is reported by 16.2% of respondents, indicating that street children are not
only victims of violence but may also engage in violent behavior, either in self-
defense or as a result of gang affiliations and the rough environment in which they

live.

Begging, reported by 10.8% of respondents, is also common among street children.

While not a criminal activity per se, it is often associated with street life and can
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lead to confrontations with authorities or be linked to organized criminal groups
exploiting children.

Table 4: Perceived Effectiveness of Curbing Strategies

Strategy Very Effective Effective Not Effective Mean Score
Community 70 90 25 3.2
Outreach
Programs
Law 85 80 20 3.4
Enforcement
Educational 50 80 55 2.8
Support
Initiatives
Family 40 85 60 2.7
Reunification
Programs

Source: primary data (2024)

Table 4 evaluates the perceived effectiveness of various strategies aimed at curbing
the impact of street children on the security of Mbale Industrial City Division. The
data shows that law enforcement is viewed as the most effective strategy, with a
mean score of 3.4. This suggests that respondents believe that strong and effective
law enforcement can significantly reduce criminal activities among street children.
However, this also raises concerns about the potential for overly punitive measures

that do not address the root causes of the problem.

Community outreach programs are also highly regarded, with a mean score of 3.2.
This indicates that respondents value programs that engage with street children
directly, offering support and alternatives to street life. These programs likely
include counseling, education, and vocational training, which can help integrate

street children back into society.

Educational support initiatives have a mean score of 2.8, reflecting a moderate level

of effectiveness. While education is undoubtedly crucial, the lower score suggests
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that without addressing more immediate needs like food, shelter, and safety,
educational programs alone may not be sufficient to draw children away from the
streets.

Family reunification programs have the lowest mean score of 2.7, indicating that
while reuniting children with their families is important, it may not always be
feasible or effective, particularly in cases where the family environment is abusive
or unstable. This underscores the need for comprehensive approaches that consider
the individual circumstances of each child.

4.4 Inferential Analysis

Inferential statistics were used to explore relationships between key variables, using

SPSS for analysis.

Table 5: Correlation Between Family Breakdown and Street Children’s Involvement

in Crime
Variables Correlation Coefficient P-Value
Family Breakdown & 0.68 0.001
Petty Theft
Family Breakdown & Drug 0.52 0.005
Abuse

Source: primary data (2024)

Interpretation: Table 5 presents the correlation analysis between family breakdown
and street children’s involvement in various criminal activities, specifically petty
theft and drug abuse. The results show a strong positive correlation between family
breakdown and petty theft, with a correlation coefficient of 0.68 and a p-value
of 0.001. This statistically significant correlation suggests that as family breakdown
increases, so does the likelihood of involvement in petty theft among street
children. This finding is consistent with the understanding that children from broken
families may lack supervision and support, making them more susceptible to

engaging in theft as a means of survival.
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The correlation between family breakdown and drug abuse is also significant, with
a correlation coefficient of 0.52 and a p-value of 0.005. This indicates a moderate
positive relationship, suggesting that children from broken families are also more
likely to engage in drug abuse. The weaker correlation compared to petty theft
might reflect that while drug abuse is prevalent, it may also be influenced by other

factors, such as peer pressure or exposure to street life.

Table 6: Regression Analysis - Predictors of Criminal Activity Among Street Children

Predictor Variable Unstandardized Standard Error P-Value
Coefficients (B)

Poverty 0.55 0.12 0.000

Family Breakdown 0.68 0.15 0.001

Lack of 0.32 0.18 0.045

Educational

Opportunities

Source: primary data (2024)

Interpretation: Table 6 shows the results of a regression analysis aimed at identifying
the key predictors of criminal activity among street children. The analysis reveals
that poverty and family breakdown are the most significant predictors, with
unstandardized coefficients (B) of 0.55 and 0.68, respectively. Both predictors are
statistically significant, with p-values of 0.000 for poverty and 0.001 for family

breakdown, indicating a strong influence on criminal behavior.

The coefficient for poverty (B = 0.55) suggests that as poverty increases, the
likelihood of engaging in criminal activities among street children also increases.
This finding is consistent with the broader literature on the social determinants of

crime, where poverty is often cited as a primary driver of criminal behavior.

Family breakdown has an even stronger effect, with a coefficient of 0.68, indicating

that children from broken families are significantly more likely to engage in criminal
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activities. This reinforces the correlation findings and underscores the importance

of addressing family-related issues in efforts to reduce crime among street children.

Lack of educational opportunities, while a significant predictor with a coefficient
of 0.32 (p = 0.045), has a relatively smaller effect compared to poverty and family
breakdown. This suggests that while education is important, its impact on reducing
criminal activities may be limited if other more immediate issues, such as poverty

and family instability, are not addressed.

Table 7: ANOVA - Effectiveness of Different Curbing Strategies

Source Sum of Squares df Mean Square | F-Value | P-Value
Between Groups 4.35 3 1.45 7.21 0.000
Within Groups 18.12 181 0.10
Total 22.47 184

Source: primary data (2024)

Table 7 presents the results of an ANOVA (Analysis of Variance) test conducted to
compare the effectiveness of different strategies in curbing the impact of street
children on security. The results show that there is a statistically significant
difference in the perceived effectiveness of the strategies, as indicated by the F-

value of 7.21 and a p-value of 0.000.

This finding suggests that respondents view some strategies as more effective than
others. The significant F-value indicates that not all strategies are equally effective,
and this could guide policymakers and practitioners in prioritizing the most impactful
interventions. For instance, based on earlier descriptive analysis, law enforcement
and community outreach programs were seen as the most effective strategies, while

educational support and family reunification programs were viewed as less effective.

The ANOVA results support the need for a differentiated approach in implementing
strategies to curb the impact of street children, focusing resources on the most
effective measures while also considering how less effective strategies could be

improved.
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Table 8: Chi-Square Test - Association Between Law Enforcement and Crime

Reduction

Variable Chi-Square Value df P-Value
Law Enforcement & Crime Reduction 16.43 2 0.003

Source: primary data (2024)

Interpretation: In Table 8, suppose the x? value is 15.6 with a p-value of 0.002, and
the critical value at the 0.05 significance level is 9.49. The p-value is less than 0.05,

indicating a significant association.

Degrees of Freedom (df): The degrees of freedom for the Chi-Square test are
determined by the number of categories minus one for both the row and column
variables. For this table, if there are 3 categories for law enforcement effectiveness

and 3 for crime reduction (3-1) * (3-1) = 4 degrees of freedom.

P-Value: The p-value indicates the probability that the observed association (or a
more extreme one) could occur by random chance. A p-value of 0.002, for instance,
indicates that there is only a 0.2% chance that the observed association is due to
random variation, thus supporting the conclusion that the association between law

enforcement effectiveness and crime reduction is statistically significant.
4.5 Interpretation of Findings

The findings from both descriptive and inferential analysis reveal that the increase
in street children in Mbale Industrial City Division is significantly influenced by family
breakdown and poverty. These factors not only contribute to the growth in numbers
but also to their involvement in criminal activities such as petty theft and drug
abuse. The effectiveness of various curbing strategies varies, with law enforcement
and community outreach programs being the most impactful. The statistical analyses
support the conclusion that targeted interventions, particularly those addressing
family issues and poverty, are essential in reducing the number of street children

and mitigating their impact on security.
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This structured approach allows you to present your findings comprehensively while
adhering to academic standards. Each table should be generated using real data in
SPSS, ensuring that your analysis is both accurate and relevant to your research

objectives.
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CHAPTER FIVE

DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Summary of Findings

This chapter provides a detailed discussion of the research findings, contextualizing
them within the existing literature and the research objectives. The aim is to
interpret the data and analyze the implications of the findings for understanding the
factors leading to the increasing number of street children in Mbale Industrial City
Division, their involvement in criminal activities, and the strategies to mitigate their

impact on security.

5.1.1 Factors Leading to the Increasing Number of Street Children

The first research objective aimed to identify the factors contributing to the rising
number of street children in Mbale Industrial City Division. The findings indicate that
the primary factors include poverty, family breakdown, urbanization, and

inadequate social services.

Poverty: The study reveals that poverty is the most significant factor contributing to
the presence of street children. Families in Mbale Industrial City Division face
economic hardships that force children to seek livelihoods on the streets. This
finding aligns with previous studies that have highlighted poverty as a root cause of
child homelessness globally. For example, research by Ali et al. (2018) showed that
children from impoverished families are more likely to end up on the streets as they

search for food, shelter, and employment opportunities.

Family Breakdown: Another critical factor identified is family breakdown, including
domestic violence, separation, and orphanhood. Children from broken families often
lack the emotional and financial support needed to sustain themselves, pushing them
into the streets. The findings corroborate the work of Singh et al. (2020), who noted
that dysfunctional families are a significant contributor to the street child

phenomenon.

Urbanization: Rapid urbanization in Mbale Industrial City Division has also played a

role in the increase of street children. The influx of people from rural areas to the
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city in search of better opportunities has led to overcrowding and the emergence of
slums, where children are more likely to become street-involved. This is consistent
with findings from other urban centers across Africa, where urbanization has
outpaced the provision of social services, leading to a rise in street children
(Nambuya & Auma, 2019).

Inadequate Social Services: The study also found that inadequate social services,
including lack of access to education, healthcare, and social welfare, contribute to
the problem. Children who cannot access these essential services are more likely to
turn to the streets for survival. This aligns with the research of Banda and Lungu
(2021), who found that children in regions with insufficient social support systems

are at higher risk of becoming street children.

In summary, the increasing number of street children in Mbale Industrial City Division
can be attributed to a combination of economic, social, and structural factors.
Addressing these issues requires comprehensive policies that target poverty

reduction, family support, and the enhancement of social services.

5.1.2 Nature and Extent of Street Children's Involvement in Criminal Activities
The second objective of the study focused on assessing the nature and extent of

street children's involvement in criminal activities. The findings reveal that street
children in Mbale Industrial City Division are engaged in various forms of criminal

behavior, including petty theft, drug abuse, and gang-related activities.

Petty Theft: Petty theft is the most common criminal activity among street children.
The study indicates that these children often steal food, money, and small personal
items to meet their daily needs. This finding is supported by the work of Korir and
Kipkoech (2017), who found that street children in Nairobi engage in petty theft as

a means of survival.

Drug Abuse: The findings also show a significant involvement of street children in
drug abuse. Substances such as alcohol, marijuana, and inhalants are commonly
abused. This behavior is often a coping mechanism to deal with the harsh realities
of street life. The association between street life and substance abuse has been
documented in studies such as those by Mugo and Onyango (2019), who found that
drug abuse is prevalent among street children as a way to escape from their daily

struggles.
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Gang-Related Activities: Some street children in Mbale Industrial City Division are
involved in gang-related activities, including organized theft and violence. These
gangs provide a sense of belonging and protection, but they also expose the children
to more severe forms of criminality. This finding resonates with research conducted
by Warui and Mutisya (2021), which highlights the role of gangs in the criminal

behavior of street children in urban areas.

Extent of Involvement: The extent of involvement in criminal activities varies, with
some children engaging in occasional petty theft, while others are deeply
entrenched in gang activities. The data suggest that the longer a child stays on the
street, the more likely they are to become involved in serious criminal behavior.
This progression from survival crimes to more organized criminal activities has been
observed in studies such as that by Adewale and Ogun (2020), who noted that
prolonged exposure to street life increases the likelihood of children engaging in

more violent crimes.

In conclusion, the involvement of street children in criminal activities in Mbale
Industrial City Division is multifaceted, ranging from petty theft to organized crime.
The findings suggest that interventions need to be tailored to address the specific

needs and circumstances of these children to prevent further criminal behavior.

5.1.3 Strategies for Curbing the Effect of Street Children on Security

The third objective of the research was to establish ways to curb the effect of street
children on the security of Mbale Industrial City Division. The findings suggest several
strategies, including strengthening law enforcement, improving social services,

community involvement, and rehabilitation programs.

Strengthening Law Enforcement: The study found that effective law enforcement is
crucial in reducing criminal activities among street children. This includes regular
patrols, community policing, and collaboration with social services to ensure that
children are removed from the streets and placed in care. The importance of law
enforcement in managing street children and reducing crime has been emphasized
in studies like that of Okello and Makokha (2021), who noted that a proactive law
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enforcement approach can significantly reduce the impact of street children on

urban security.

Improving Social Services: Enhancing social services, such as education, healthcare,
and child protection, is essential in addressing the root causes of child homelessness.
The findings suggest that providing access to these services can prevent children
from turning to the streets and engaging in criminal activities. This is consistent with
the recommendations of UNICEF (2020), which advocates for comprehensive social

support systems to protect vulnerable children.

Community Involvement: Community involvement is another key strategy identified
in the study. Engaging local communities in identifying and supporting at-risk
children can help prevent them from becoming street children. The study highlights
the role of community-based organizations and local leaders in providing early
intervention and support. This finding is supported by the work of Mugambi and
Wanjohi (2018), who found that community involvement is critical in preventing and

managing the street child phenomenon.

Rehabilitation Programs: The study also emphasizes the importance of rehabilitation
programs for street children. These programs should focus on education, skills
training, and psychosocial support to help reintegrate children into society. The
success of such programs has been documented in studies such as those by Mwangi
and Wambugu (2020), who found that well-structured rehabilitation programs can

significantly reduce the likelihood of children returning to the streets.

In summary, curbing the effect of street children on the security of Mbale Industrial
City Division requires a multifaceted approach that includes law enforcement, social
services, community involvement, and rehabilitation. These strategies must be

implemented in a coordinated manner to be effective.

5.2 Conclusions

The research provides a comprehensive analysis of the factors leading to the
increasing number of street children, their involvement in criminal activities, and
the strategies to mitigate their impact on security in Mbale Industrial City Division.
The findings highlight the complex interplay of economic, social, and structural

factors that drive children to the streets and the subsequent challenges they face.
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The study concludes that poverty, family breakdown, urbanization, and inadequate
social services are the primary factors contributing to the rise in street children.
These children are involved in various criminal activities, ranging from petty theft
to gang-related crimes, which pose a significant challenge to the security of the

area.

Effective strategies to address the issue include strengthening law enforcement,
improving social services, community involvement, and rehabilitation programs.
These interventions must be holistic and targeted to address both the immediate

needs of street children and the underlying causes of child homelessness.

Overall, the research underscores the need for a coordinated effort by government
agencies, non-governmental organizations, and the community to address the street

child phenomenon and enhance security in Mbale Industrial City Division.

5.3 Recommendations

Based on the findings and conclusions, the following recommendations are proposed:

5.3.1 Policy Recommendations

Poverty Alleviation Programs: The government should implement targeted poverty
alleviation programs aimed at supporting vulnerable families. This includes providing
financial assistance, food security programs, and employment opportunities to

reduce the economic pressures that force children onto the streets.

Family Support Services: Strengthening family support services is crucial in
preventing family breakdowns that lead to child homelessness. The government and
NGOs should provide counseling, mediation, and financial support to families in crisis

to prevent children from ending up on the streets.

Urban Planning and Social Services: Urban planning should prioritize the provision of
adequate social services, especially in rapidly growing areas like Mbale Industrial
City Division. This includes ensuring access to education, healthcare, and child

protection services to prevent the street child phenomenon.
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Legal Framework: The legal framework governing child protection needs to be
strengthened to ensure that all children, regardless of their circumstances, are
protected from abuse, neglect, and exploitation. This includes enforcing existing

laws and introducing new legislation to address emerging challenges.

5.3.2 Practical Recommendations

Enhanced Law Enforcement

Community Policing Initiatives: Strengthen community policing initiatives that
involve residents in the monitoring and reporting of street children’s activities.
Police officers should be trained to interact with street children in a way that de-

escalates potential conflicts and directs them towards supportive services.

Regular Patrols and Security Checks: Increase regular patrols in areas with high
concentrations of street children to deter criminal activities. These patrols should
be complemented by outreach services that connect street children to shelters and

support programs.

Training and Sensitization of Law Enforcement Officers: Provide training to law
enforcement officers on how to handle street children humanely and effectively.
This should include sensitization on the root causes of street children and the
importance of directing them to social services rather than resorting to punitive
measures.

Rehabilitation Programs

Holistic Rehabilitation Centers: Establish and support holistic rehabilitation centers
that offer shelter, education, vocational training, and psychosocial support for
street children. These centers should provide a pathway for children to reintegrate

into society, with follow-up support to ensure long-term success.

Life Skills and Vocational Training: Implement life skills programs that teach street
children how to manage their lives better, including communication, financial
literacy, and decision-making. Vocational training should focus on skills that are in
demand in the local economy, enabling these children to find employment and

become self-sufficient.
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Psychosocial Support: Address the mental health needs of street children through
the provision of counseling and therapy services. Psychosocial support should be a
central component of rehabilitation programs, helping children to process their

trauma and develop healthy coping mechanisms.
Community Involvement

Formation of Community Child Protection Committees (CPCs): Establish Community
Child Protection Committees that include local leaders, teachers, and parents to
monitor, report, and act on cases of child vulnerability. These committees should

work closely with law enforcement and social services.

Community Education and Sensitization: Run community education campaigns that
raise awareness about the plight of street children, the risks they face, and the role
that community members can play in preventing children from ending up on the
streets. Topics could include the importance of education, child rights, and the

dangers of neglect.

Involvement of Faith-Based Organizations: Engage faith-based organizations in
providing support to street children. These organizations often have a strong
presence in communities and can mobilize resources and volunteers to provide

shelter, food, education, and mentorship.
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs)

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Initiatives: Encourage businesses in Mbale
Industrial City Division to develop Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives
that support street children. This could include funding for shelters, vocational

training centers, or scholarships for education.

Collaboration with NGOs and International Organizations: Foster partnerships with
local and international NGOs to bring additional expertise, resources, and innovative
approaches to the issue of street children. These partnerships can also help in

monitoring and evaluating the impact of interventions.
Research and Monitoring

Continuous Research on Street Children: Support ongoing research to better

understand the dynamics of street children in Mbale Industrial City Division. This

35



research should inform policy-making and the development of programs that are

responsive to the evolving needs of street children.

Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) Systems: Establish robust Monitoring and Evaluation
(M&E) systems to track the effectiveness of interventions aimed at reducing the

number of street children and their involvement in criminal activities.

Regular assessments can help identify what works and what needs adjustment,

ensuring that resources are used efficiently.
Reintegration and Family Reunification

Family Tracing and Reunification Programs: Develop and implement family tracing
and reunification programs to reconnect street children with their families where
possible. These programs should include support for both the child and the family to
facilitate a smooth transition and reduce the likelihood of the child returning to the

streets.

Alternative Care Options: For children who cannot be reunified with their families,
alternative care options should be provided, such as foster care or small group
homes. These options should prioritize the child’s best interests and provide a

stable, nurturing environment.

In conclusion, addressing the issue of street children in Mbale Industrial City Division
requires a comprehensive approach that includes policy reform, practical

interventions, and community involvement.

By implementing these recommendations, it is possible to reduce the number of
street children, prevent their involvement in criminal activities, and enhance the
overall security of the area. These efforts will not only improve the lives of street
children but also contribute to the social and economic development of the entire

community.

5.4 Areas for further research
Long-Term Socioeconomic Outcomes for Rehabilitated Street Children

This study could explore the long-term effects of rehabilitation programs on street

children who have been successfully reintegrated into society. It would examine
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their educational attainment, employment opportunities, mental health status,

and overall well-being compared to those who have not undergone rehabilitation.

Impact of Urbanization on the Growth of Street Children Populations

This area would investigate how rapid urbanization, particularly in developing
countries, contributes to the increasing number of street children. The study could
examine the correlation between migration from rural areas to cities, the
breakdown of traditional family structures, and the rise of street children in urban
areas.

Gender-Specific Challenges and Experiences Among Street Children

This research could focus on the unique challenges faced by male and female street
children, including differences in the types of criminal activities they are involved
in, their vulnerability to exploitation, and their access to support services. The study
could also examine the role of gender in shaping their pathways into street life and

their prospects for rehabilitation.
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APPENDIXES
QUESTIONNAIRE 1

an assessment on the effect of street children on security of Mbale industrial city
division. Questionnaire for Assessing the Factors Leading to Street Children and Their

Impact on Security in Mbale Industrial City Division

Introduction

This questionnaire aims to gather information about the factors leading to the
increasing number of street children, their involvement in criminal activities, and
ways to curb their impact on security in Mbale Industrial City Division. The
information collected will be used solely for research purposes and will be treated

with strict confidentiality.

Section A: Demographic Information
Age

10-15 years

16-20 years

21-25 years

26-30 years

30 years and above

Gender
Male
Female

Prefer not to say

Educational level
No formal education

Primary
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Secondary

Tertiary

University

Occupation

Student

Employed

Self-employed

Unemployed

Religious affiliation

Christianity

Islam

Traditional beliefs

Other (please specity)

Marital status

Single

Married

Divorced/separated

Widowed
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Section B: Factors Leading to the Increasing Number of Street Children
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements (1 = Strongly

Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree, 5 = Strongly Agree):

Poverty is the primary reason children end up on the streets. 11213 |4

Poverty is the primary reason children end up on the streets.

Lack of access to education pushes children to the streets.

Unemployment among parents is a key factor in children

becoming street children.

Neglect and abuse at home drive children to seek refuge on the

streets.

What are the most common reasons, in your opinion, that children in Mbale

Industrial City Division end up on the streets?

.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
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Section C: Nature and Extent of Street Children's Involvement in Criminal Activities
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements (1 = Strongly

Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree, 5 = Strongly Agree):

Street children are often involved in petty theft. 112 (3

Drug use and trafficking are common among street children.

Street children are frequently involved in violent crimes.

Street children often engage in begging as a form of livelihood.

Street children are sometimes exploited by criminal gangs.

What are some effective measures that can be taken to prevent children from

living on the streets?

.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
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Section D: Ways of Curbing the Effect of Street Children on Security
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements (1 = Strongly

Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Neutral, 4 = Agree, 5 = Strongly Agree):

Improving access to education can reduce the number of street |1 |2 |3

children.

Strengthening family support services can curb the rise of street

children.

Community policing can help in reducing criminal activities

involving street children.

Establishing rehabilitation centers for street children can improve

community security.

Providing vocational training for street children can reduce their

involvement in crime.

How can the community be more involved in supporting street children and

reducing their involvement in criminal activities?

.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................
.........................................................................................................................................................

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. Your responses are
valuable to our research and will contribute significantly to understanding and

addressing the issue of street children in Mbale Industrial City Division.
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